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Response to First Office Action Kisenwether Application No. 10/685 875 
Amendment Dated 1 1/30/05 wooj,o / j 

Reply to Ofifice Action 6/07/05 

Amendments to the Claims: 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 



1. (currently amended) An improved, integrated, self-propelled, highway-legal vegetation 
shredding and dispersal apparatus capable of shredding and dispersing two or more bales of 
vegetation simultaneously comprising: 

a. a conveyor platform that is between 84 and 102 inches wide whereon said bales of 
vegetation can be placed; 

b. a shredding component wherein said bales of vegetation come into contact with at least 
two rotating cutters/agitators that tear apart the bales and agitate the vegetation into 
much smaller pieces of mulch; 

c. at least two sets of cross-linked conveyor chain assemblies embedded in said conveyor 
platform whereon said bales of vegetation can be transported into the shredding 
component; 

d. a blower section wherein the mulch is ingested through an intake port and is directed 
out an exhaust chute onto the a surface to be covered; and 
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e. a shroud which forms a barrier between said shredding component and said blower 
section and which is attached to the intake of said blower section. 



2. An apparatus as in Claim 1 where there is no additional mechanical device to force or 
move the mulched vegetation into the blower section. 

3. An apparatus as in Claim 1 where the shroud is positioned between 0.25 and 12 inches 
from the arc defined by the rotation of the cutters/agitators in the shredding component. 



4. An apparatus as in Claim 3 where the bottom of the shroud is positioned 1 inch from the 
arc defined by the rotation of the lowest positioned cutter/agitator in the shredding 
component and the back of the shroud is 3 inches firom the arc defined by the rotation of 
the cutters/agitators. 

5. An apparatus as in Claims 1, 2, or 3 wherein there is sufficient force from the blower 
mechanism to fluidize the air/mulch mixture and pull said mixture through the blower 
intake and force said air/mulch mixture out a dispersal chute. 



6. An apparatus as in Claims 1, 2, 3, or 4 wherein the length of the platform is between 1 6 and 
34 feet. 



7. An apparatus as in Claims 1, 2, 3, or 4 wherein the rotating cutter/agitators comprise a 
center mandrill, at least two arms axially mounted between 3 and 12 inches away from said 

Page 3 of 10 



PAGE 7/15 " RCVD AT 11A30/2009 8:21 :4d PM [jEastem Standard Time] " 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' DNI8:2738300 " C8ID:860 667 9461 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0946 



Hoy 30 05 09:30p Richard L. Bigeloui 



r860-6G7-9451 



P-8 



Response to First Office Action Kisenwether Application No. 10/685,875 
Amendment Dated 1 1/30/05 
Reply to Office Action 6/07/05 

mandrill through which the fluidized air/mxilch mixture can move, and at least four cutting 
pieces affixed mechanically to said arms. 

8. An apparatus as in Claims 1, 2, or 3 where the two or more sets of cross-linked conveyor 
chain assemblies are replaced by four or more individual conveyor chains which are not 
cross-linked. 

9. An apparatus as in Claims 1, 2, or 3 where the rotating cutters/agitators are between 84 and 
102 inches wide. 

10. An improved vegetation shredding and dispersal apparatus capable of shredding and 
dispersing two or more bales of vegetation simultaneously comprising: 

a. a conveyor platform that is 102 inches wide whereon said bales of vegetation can be 
placed; 

b. a shredding component wherein said bales of vegetation come into contact with three 
rotating cutters/agitators that tear apart the bales and agitate the vegetation into much 
smaller pieces of mulch, said rotating cutters/agitators being 102 inches long; 

c. three sets of cross-linked conveyor chain assemblies embedded in said conveyor 
platform whereon said bales of vegetation can be transported into the shredding 
component; 
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d. a blower section wherein the mulch is ingested through an intake port and is directed 
out an exhaust chute onto ^ a surface to be covered; and 



e. a shroud which forms a barrier between said shredding component and said blower 
section and which is attached to the intake of said blower section, and wherein the 
shroud is positioned three inches from the arc defined by the rotating cutter/agitator 
assemblies. 

11. (withdrawn) An improved vegetation shredding and dispersal apparatus capable of 
shredding two or more large bales of vegetation simultaneously. 



12. (withdrawn) An improved vegetation shredding and dispersal apparatus capable of 
shredding two or more large bales of vegetation simultaneously wherein the force 
provided by a blower mechanism is sufficient to propel shredded vegetation onto the a 
surface being covered. 
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